HARVEST THANKSGIVING

SOLEMN EVENSONG

Sunday 26th June 2021 at 3.00pm
Officiant and Preacher – The Rector

ORGAN MUSIC BEFORE THE SERVICE
JS Bach Alle Menschen mussen sterben, BWV 643
¶ Please stand
WELCOME – Father Stephen
THE INTROIT HYMN When in our music
Words by Fred Pratt Green; music by Tim Brown (1st performance)
The organist will play over the complete tune and the choir will then sing the first verse on their own.
We shall then all sing the hymn from the start, with the organ introduction.

1 When in our music God is glorified,
And adoration leaves no room for pride,
It is as though the whole creation cried
Alleluia!
2 How often, making music, we have found
A new dimension in the world of sound,
As worship moved us to a more profound
Alleluia!
3 So has the Church, in liturgy and song,
In faith and love, through centuries of wrong,
Borne witness to the truth in ev'ry tongue,
Alleluia!
4 And did not Jesus sing a psalm that night
When utmost evil strove against the Light?
Then let us sing, for whom he won the fight,
Alleluia!
5 Let ev'ry instrument be tuned for praise!
Let all rejoice who have a voice to raise!
And may God give us faith to sing always
Alleluia!

O Lord, open thou our lips
and our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.
O God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
Praise ye the Lord.
The Lord’s Name be praised.
¶ Please sit
THE PSALM 118, vv. 141–2 Music by John Mundy
Adolescentulus sum ego et contemptus: justificationes tuas non sum oblitus.
Justitia tua, justitia in aeternum, et lex tua veritas.
I am small, and of no reputation : yet do I not forget thy commandments.
Thy righteousness is an everlasting righteousness : and thy law is the truth.

THE FIRST LESSON read by Peter Patrick
The First Lesson is written in the fifty-fifth chapter of the book of the prophet Isaiah, beginning at the
first verse.

L

O, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and
eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. Wherefore do ye spend money
for that which is not bread? and your labour for that which satisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me,
and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness. Incline your ear, and come unto
me: hear, and your soul shall live; and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure
mercies of David. Behold, I have given him for a witness to the people, a leader and commander to the
people. Behold, thou shalt call a nation that thou knowest not, and nations that knew not thee shall run
unto thee because of the Lord thy God, and for the Holy One of Israel; for he hath glorified thee. Seek
ye the Lord while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near: Let the wicked forsake his way,
and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon
him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are
your ways my ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher
than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from
heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may
give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater: So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it
shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the
thing whereto I sent it. For ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace: the mountains and the
hills shall break forth before you into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
Here endeth the First Lesson
¶ Please stand
THE OFFICE HYMN NEH 144 Father, most holy

1 Father most holy, merciful and tender;
Jesus our Saviour, with the Father reigning;
Spirit all-kindly, Advocate, Defender,
Light never waning;
2 Trinity sacred, Unity unshaken;
Deity perfect, giving and forgiving,
Light of the angels, Life of the forsaken,
Hope of all living;
3 Maker of all things, all thy creatures praise thee;
Lo, all things serve thee through thy whole creation:
Hear us, Almighty, hear us as we raise thee
Heart's adoration.
4 To the all-ruling triune God be glory:
Highest and greatest, help thou our endeavour,
We too would praise thee, giving honour worthy,
Now and for ever. Amen.
THE MAGNIFICAT sung to the setting by C V Stanford in A

M

y soul doth magnify the Lord : and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. For he hath
regarded : the lowliness of his handmaiden. For behold, from henceforth : all generations shall
call me blessed. For he that is mighty hath magnified me : and holy is his Name. And his mercy is on
them that fear him : throughout all generations. He hath shewed strength with his arm : he hath scattered
the proud in the imagination of their hearts. He hath put down the mighty from their seat : and hath
exalted the humble and meek. He hath filled the hungry with good things : and the rich he hath sent
empty away. He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel : as he promised to our
forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world without end. Amen.
¶ Please sit
THE SECOND LESSON read by Jenny Josselyn
The Second Lesson is written in the sixth chapter of the Gospel according to St John, beginning at the
twenty-seventh verse.

L

ABOUR not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life,
which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed. Then said they unto
him, What shall we do, that we might work the works of God? Jesus answered and said unto them, This
is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent. They said therefore unto him, What sign
shewest thou then, that we may see, and believe thee? what dost thou work? Our fathers did eat manna
in the desert; as it is written, He gave them bread from heaven to eat. Then Jesus said unto them, Verily,
verily, I say unto you, Moses gave you not that bread from heaven; but my Father giveth you the true
bread from heaven. For the bread of God is he which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto
the world. Then said they unto him, Lord, evermore give us this bread. And Jesus said unto them, I am
the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.
Here endeth the Second Lesson
¶ Please stand

THE NUNC DIMITTIS sung to Stanford in A

L

ord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace : according to thy word. For mine eyes have seen
: thy salvation; Which thou hast prepared : before the face of all people; To be a light to lighten the
Gentiles : and to be the glory of thy people Israel. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the
Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be : world without end. Amen.

THE APOSTLES CREED

I

BELIEVE in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: And in Jesus Christ his
only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered
under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried: He descended into hell; The third day he
rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the
Father Almighty; From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the
Holy Ghost; The holy Catholick Church; The Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The
Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting. Amen.
¶ Please kneel or sit
THE LESSER LITANY AND RESPONSES

T

he Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

Let us pray.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

O

UR Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,
in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive them that trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from
evil. Amen.
Cantor
Choir
Cantor
Choir
Cantor
Choir
Cantor
Choir
Cantor
Choir
Cantor
Choir

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.
And grant us thy salvation.
O Lord, save the Queen.
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.
Endue thy Ministers with righteousness.
And make thy chosen people joyful.
O Lord, save thy people.
And bless thine inheritance.
Give peace in our time, O Lord.
Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.
O God, make clean our hearts within us.
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.
THE COLLECTS

O

ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, who crownest the year with thy goodness, and hast given unto
us the fruits of the earth in their season: Give us grateful hearts, that we may unfeignedly thank
thee for all thy loving-kindness, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

O

GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: Give unto
thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both our hearts may be set to obey thy
commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our
time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.

L

IGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from all perils
and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.

¶ Please sit
THE ANTHEM – CV Stanford O for a closer walk with God
O for a closer walk with God,
A calm and heavenly frame;
A light to shine upon the road
That leads me to the Lamb!
Return, O holy dove, return,
Sweet messenger of rest;
I hate the sins that made thee mourn,
And drove thee from my breast.
So shall my walk be close with God,
Calm and serene my frame;
So purer light shall mark the road
That leads me to the Lamb.
THE SERMON – Father Stephen
¶ Please kneel or sit
THE PRAYERS

O

LORD, we pray thee, sow the seed of thy word in our hearts, and send down upon us the showers
of thy grace, that we may bring forth the fruit of the Spirit, and at the great day of harvest may be
gathered by the holy angels into the heavenly garner; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

O

ALMIGHTY God and heavenly Father, we glorify thee that we are once more permitted to enjoy
the fulfilment of thy gracious promise, that, while the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest shall
not fail. Blessed be thou, who hast given us the fruits of the earth in their season. Teach us to remember
that it is not by bread alone that man doth live; but grant that we may feed on him who is the true bread
which cometh down from heaven even Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour; to whom with thee, O Father,
and thee, O Holy Spirit, be honour and glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

A

LMIGHTY God, Father of all mercies,
we thine unworthy servants do give thee most humble and hearty thanks for all thy
goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all men; particularly to those who desire now to
offer up their praises and thanksgivings for thy late mercies vouchsafed unto them. We bless
thee for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; but above all for thine
inestimable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, for the means of
grace, and for the hope of glory. And we beseech thee, give us that due sense of all thy mercies,
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful, and that we shew forth thy praise, not only with
our lips, but in our lives; by giving up ourselves to thy service, and by walking before thee in
holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with thee
and the Holy Ghost be all honour and glory, world without end. Amen.
¶ Please stand

THE HYMN NEH 644 O God beyond all praising

1 O God beyond all praising,
we worship you today
and sing the love amazing
that songs cannot repay;
for we can only wonder
at every gift you send,
at blessings without number
and mercies without end:
we lift our hearts before you
and wait upon your word,
we honour and adore you,
our great and mighty Lord.

2 Then hear, O gracious Saviour,
accept the love we bring,
that we who know your favour
may serve you as our king;
and whether our tomorrows
be filled with good or ill,
we'll triumph through our sorrows
and rise to bless you still:
to marvel at your beauty
and glory in your ways,
and make a joyful duty
our sacrifice of praise.

THE BLESSING

T

HE peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge
and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord: And the blessing of God Almighty, + the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you and remain with you always. Amen.
CONCLUDING VOLUNTARY
Elgar Imperial March
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